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 May 22nd through June 30, 2018 May 22nd through June 30, 2018

Nothing says “Hello 
Spring” like a beautiful 

pot full of pansies!  

Check out this month’s 
Green Thumb Corner for 
tips on how to get more 
blooms in late summer! 

The objectives of the New Meadows Garden Club shall be to foster knowledge 

of home gardening, decorative arrangements and an interest in civic projects. 

...more news on the following page... 

May 22 Our regular membership meeting for May will be our Conservation 
Meeting for this year...an ecological, scenic, narrated boat tour on the 
Merrimack River, from 1 pm to 3 pm  aboard the Yankee Clipper.   
This ecotour will  introduce us to the resident plant and wildlife, while 
we learn about the area’s natural, economic and maritime history.  
The boat has a cover, so our tour will proceed, rain or shine.  Water 
and snacks will be provided by our hostesses. It’s sure to be an        
exciting and educational day out on the water!  

The Yankee Clipper boat docks just 500 feet north of Market Square at the Waterfront Promenade 
Park, just down river from the Black Cow Restaurant.  Metered parking is available nearby and it would 
probably be a good idea to arrive a half hour early. Considering our New England weather, non-skid 
shoes and layered clothing would probably be best, and do come prepared to take lots of photos. 

Our hostesses for this meeting are Gerrie Bunker and Linda Flynn  

Come help President Shirley’s husband, Glen, spread mulch at the Linebrook
Road Island at 10:30 am!  How lucky we are for his help, and it would be great to 
provide some extra hands to make our island beautiful!  Shouldn’t take too long. 

May 21 

May 23 With our “expert hands”, our club will plant the Veteran’s Memorial 
Garden at the Pine Grove Cemetery in preparation for Memorial Day.  
We’re meeting at 10:45 am and there is a job for all abilities!  Bring 
your trowel, a spade, if you have one, a water jug and a garden fork.    
Sandy Whelan invites us to join in the “laughs and the feelings of 
gratitude when we look at our job well done.”   

June 4 Bring your flowers, herbs, baskets and containers to Shirley Holt’s home for a 
fun workshop in preparation for the Strawberry Festival.  Have fun working 
with other members to assemble your masterpieces.  Be there at 1 pm! 



.

...more news on the following page... 

Our Annual Banquet and Installation of Officers will be held at The Brewer’s 
Table at the Ipswich Ale Brewery, 2 Brewery Place, Ipswich at 6:30 pm.  Chef 
Myles will be offering us a choice of four spectacular entrees that evening.  A 
cash bar will be available featuring a selection of wines from local wineries and 
of course, the many yummy flavors of craft beer Ipswich Ale Brewery has       
become famous for.  The cost for your meal is $43.00.  Please RSVP by May 
29th and send your check made payable to the New Meadows Garden Club to 
Gerrie Bunker.  

►Please note that Brewery Place, Ipswich used to be known as Brown Square, 
Ipswich, so if your GPS does not recognize 2 Brewery Place, it may recognize    
2 Brown Square and take you right to The Brewer’s Table! 

June 5 

June 5 You should have received your Membership Renewals for the club year 2018-2019 in 
the mail recently.  Just a reminder that your dues payment and completed renewal 
form are due back to Membership Chair, Janet Hanson  before June 5th!

June 7 Please come to Barbara Shade’s home at 10:30 am for a fun Strawberry Festival 
workshop to plant those cute little boots and watering cans we had left over from 
the Topsfield Garden Club’s Grow Spring! EXPO.  Feel free to bring along any 
small children’s boots you’d like to add to the collection!    

June 9 It’s Strawberry Festival time once again!  This is always a fun day for all who        
attend, and is the venue for our most important fundraiser of the year.  Our   
treasury could really use a boost this year, so we will need the help of each and 
every one of you to make our table a smashing success.  ► To start with, we will 
need each member to bring two containers or baskets of plants...annuals,     
houseplants or the ever-popular herbs.   You can either put these together at home 
or come to our workshop on June 4th at Shirley Holt’s home and put them        
together with your fellow club members.

► And, listen up!  For those of you who are downsizing or just cleaning things out, this year we are  
bringing back our Green Elephant Sale. We are looking for your donations of good– quality gardening 
items...garden décor, tools, containers, anything garden related and most importantly, in good shape. 

► As always, potted perennials from your gardens are welcome. Please dig them up now, and plant them in 
pots with fresh potting soil. Bringing plants you will share from your garden in attractive containers will   
entice even more buyers to take them home!   

► Please  deliver your donated items to our table by  8:30 am on festival day.  

► And last, but certainly not least, we will need lots of hands at the table during the day...there’s set up to 
do, selling to do, and breaking down to do at the end of the day.  Please sign up! 

►All workers at our table are requested to don their club aprons!



A p r o
n s , 

NOTESNOTES

...more news on the following page... 

Just a reminder that, as a gift to the Topsfield community, our club maintains two traffic 
islands in town, one at the intersection of River Road and Prospect Street, and the other 
on Route 97 and   Linebrook Road.  A small group of mighty garden club members       
recently cleaned both islands to  begin the season and now it’s up to the rest of us to sign 
up for a week of maintenance during the spring, summer and fall seasons.  Be on the 
lookout for the signup sheets and please do your part!    

                           Why not sign up with a buddy if that works better for you. 

Members who are holding receipts for reimbursement by the club must   submit these to 
Treasurer, Mary Leahy, as soon as possible, or before June 30, 2018. 

June 30 

Museum of Fine Arts Boston 

Art In Bloom 2018  

Many thanks to Barbara Shade, our club’s designer at the Museum of Fine Arts’ Art In Bloom event.  She, 
and her assistant, Rose Ann Waite, did a spectacular job interpreting the assigned object, a black dulcimer.  
In her own words, Barbara shares her description of her design and the object: “The intent of the piece was 
to show ‘music’ coming from the dulcimer.  A scale and the treble cleff were included to round out the       
design.  Horse’s tail (bamboo) was used to create additional notes in addition to the calla lilies.  Ranunculus 
buds created the half-notes.  The dulcimer was made 100 years ago and was painted black because the 
maker didn’t have any other color.  It is in a case with other instruments considered to be popular in the 
‘folk art’ era.  Our container is wooden and painted the same color as the dulcimer.”  Bravo, Barbara! ♥ 



A p r o
n s , 

...Bits and pieces......Bits and pieces...

Sandy Whelan, Glen Holt and Nancy 
Emmons primp Prospect Street . 

...Green Thumb follows... 

Linda Flynn and Gerrie Bunker get       
Linebrook Road island ready for the season. 

Our club and the Steward School students celebrate the Witch-hazel Tree planted for Arbor Day. 

Island cleanup! 

Barbara Shade, Janet Hanson and Sandy 
Whelan enjoy a day at the Northern District 

Annual Meeting. 

Linda Flynn’s urn at the 
Steward School. 



Green Thumb CornerGreen Thumb Corner

Oh, I have something so exciting to share with you today! 

My husband would suggest that I have been “badgering” him 

for weeks now to help me remove the large sections of deer 

netting we install annually to protect our foundation plantings 

from our wandering flock of deer during the winter months.  

The deer are here so often that I have gotten to giving 

them names...often times, not good ones!   

...more Green Thumb follows... 

The last couple of days I took a different tack by pointing out that the netting outside 

our kitchen window is preventing me from reinstalling the hummingbird feeder we had fun 

using last year.  The feeder’s location is perfect since the window in our kitchen     

provides a clear, up-close vantage point.  It struck a cord with hubby, and today we 

removed that section of  netting and  put it down the  basement until fall.  No  excuses 

now for not installing the feeder! I had it up in 15 minutes, and within an hour, we saw 

our first hummingbird of the season! Yay!!! Well, let me tell you, since I grew up in NYC, 

the best comparison I can make concerning the traffic at the feeder all day is that it 

was like Grand Central Station!  Hummingbirds of all sizes came to feed for the first 

time.  I spied the last one at about 8 pm, as darkness was taking over the yard. 

In thinking about this, and knowing that in our part of the world, hummingbirds are   

migrant birds, they must have already arrived in our area unnoticed previous to my    

installing the feeder.  This is not ideal since the opportunity to attract the earliest   

migrants is lost by then.  For successful migrations, these little creatures need lots of 

fuel. No animal on earth has a faster metabolism...roughly 100 times that of an       

elephant! Hummingbirds burn food so fast they often eat 1.5 to 3 times their body 

weight in food per day!  In addition, these little flying gems have impressive  

geographical memories for  reliable food sources, and if your feeder is missing as they 

pass through looking for it, they may move on, considering the food source you are  

providing unreliable! 

So, when is the best time to put your hummingbird feeder out for the season?        

Migratory hummingbirds begin to reach their northern ranges in areas such as ours      

in late April or early May.  So it is best to be ready with your feeder no later than the 

first week in May.  Nature will give you some clues when it’s the right time...tree buds 

will be swelling, your first flowers are blooming, and other migratory birds are beginning 

to arrive.  Hummingbirds are very predictable and will arrive and depart with very few 

days variation year to year.  Mark your calendars!  The best rule of thumb is that it is 

better to put out your hummingbird feeder too early rather than too late!   

►And just a word about cleaning and changing the nectar in your feeder:  it’s a good 

idea to change the nectar once a week.  Once the temperatures reach 85 degrees   

during summer, change the nectar every three days.  And, once a month, a good   

cleaning of the feeder is a good idea! ♥



And now, as promised, let’s talk a bit about those sweet 

pansies you have in your spring garden and containers, 

and how you can encourage them to bloom into late    

summer!  Perhaps you agree with me when I express my 

sadness at how short lived these beauties can be.  

Maybe some of these tips will help extend our enjoyment 

of these dancing faces.  Can’t hurt to try... 

So, let us start at the beginning.  Pansies are biennials, and as such, take two years to 

complete their biological lifecycle. During the first growing season, growth begins from 

seed and the plant develops roots, stems and leaves.  During the second season, growth 

becomes complete with the formation of flowers and seeds.  Following this second     

season, many of these plants reseed, while the original plant dies.  Thus, it makes sense 

that the plants we buy in our nurseries are second year plants because they have blooms.  

Chances are that these plants will perform nicely until hot weather slows them down.  

Pansies stop blooming at this point because the heat of late summer signals them to  

prepare for the next generation, which results in ripening seed within the flower and 

fading petals.  

Knowing all of this, how do we fool Mother Nature and interrupt the cycle a bit?  If you 

have any hope of success, you’ll have to start your campaign early in the season.  

►First, place your pansies in the coolest part of your garden, but a place where they 

will get plenty of light.  That said, it should also be a place where there is some shelter 

from full sun at the hottest part of the day...from noon to 3 pm. ►Encourage blooming 

by removing flowers as they fade...yes, deadheading!  The key is to remove the flowers  

before seeds begin to form. In addition to deadheading, it is good to trim leggy parts, 

and in general cut back older parts of the plant to encourage new growth and flowers.   

That way, the plant will continue to use its energy to  produce flowers for you.  ►Water 

your plants when the top few inches of soil feel dry.  The best time is in the late  

morning so that the foliage has time to dry before evening.  ►Only fertilize once a 

month or so during late spring or summer. 

If, after all your efforts, things don’t look good, it’s best not to beat yourself up.  

Graciously accept defeat.  At least you tried!  Just remember: 

“There are no gardening mistakes, only experiments.” 

                                             ...Janet Kilburn Phillips 

Another garden club  year is almost complete and with that I send my best wishes to all                        

for a beautiful and safe summer season!  See you in the fall. ♥


